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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, Species A1 , B1 , C1 and D1 in the 
reply filed on 03/15/10 is acknowledged. The applicant states that that the claims that 
read on the elected Group and Species are 1, 3, 4, 6-15 and 17. This is not accurate. 
The claims that read on the elected Group and Species are 1-4, 6, 8 and 10-12. 
The applicant argues that the examiner has not applied the proper unity of invention 
standards because the examiner has failed to identify what is considered to be a special 
technical feature and why such a feature does not make a contribution over the prior art. 
This does not amount to a failure to properly apply unity of invention standards for 
restriction practice. According to MPEP 1893.03(d), "The expression special technical 
features is defined as meaning those technical features that define the contribution 
which each claimed invention, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art". In the 
restriction requirement, the examiner expressly stated that that the common technical 
features shared among the Groups do not make a contribution over the prior art. 
Contrary to the applicant's assertion, the examiner did in fact provide evidence that said 
features do not make a contribution over the prior art (FR 2463078). Further evidence 
that the shared technical features do not make a contribution over the prior art can be 
found below. Since none of the common technical features among the Groups are 
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special technical features, the Groups are not linked so as to form a single general 
inventive concept. 

The applicant cites 37 CFR 1 .475 (b) and alleges that the groups of claims relate 
at least to one of the 5 categories listed in 37 CFR 1 .475 (b). In citing this section, The 
applicant ignore 37 CFR 1 .475 (a), which explicitly recites "Where a group of inventions 
is claimed in an application, the requirement of unity of invention shall be fulfilled only 
when there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving one or more of 
the same or corresponding special technical features". There are no corresponding 
special technical features as discussed above, and thus unity of invention is not 
present. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gardin etal. (WO 95/21690). 

As to claims 1-4, Gardin discloses an isostatic press, comprising: a pressure 
chamber for accommodating a pressure medium 6, the pressure chamber being 
enclosed by a cylindrical element that is force-absorbing body 3; a prestressing device 
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7, provided around an outer envelope surface of the force-absorbing body (figures 1 
and 4), the force-absorbing body thereby being radially prestressed (page 10, lines 31- 
35; page 7, lines 6-16); and at least one tunnel-like passage 14 running essentially over 
the length of said outer envelope surface of the force-absorbing body (figure 3; page 5, 
lines 23-26), the tunnel-like passage being defined by a groove in said outer envelope 
surface of the force-absorbing body and a portion of said prestressing device covering 
said groove, capable of conducting pressure medium to a point of detection if such 
medium has leaked out from the pressure chamber to the outer envelope surface of the 
force-absorbing body (page 3, lines 25-32). The applicant should note that the 
cylindrical element 3 reads on the term "force-absorbing body" as such is capable of 
absorbing at least a minor amount of force. Additionally, the cylindrical element is a 
force absorbing cylindrical wall of a pressure vessel. 

As to claim 6, Gardin further discloses an isostatic press wherein said 
prestressing device is at least one of wire-shaped and band-shaped and is wound 
around said outer envelope surface (page 10, lines 31-35). 

As to claim 10, Gardin discloses an isostatic press wherein said at least one 
tunnel-like passage runs in the form of a spiral around said outer envelope surface and 
essentially along the whole of its length Figure 1 ; page 5, lines 23-26). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Gardin. 

As to claims 11 and 12, Gardin discloses channels as discussed in claim 10 
above. The examiner interprets use of the plural term "channels" as a disclosure that 
there are more than one parallel tunnel-like passages running in the form of a spiral 
around said outer envelope surface and essentially along the whole of its length. 
Nonetheless, one of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated to use at least two 
parallel tunnel-like passages as doing such would aid in accurately and quickly 
determining if a leak is present. At the time the invention was made it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have at least two tunnel-like passages 
running in parallel in the form of a spiral around said outer envelope surface and 
essentially along the whole of its length as such would achieve the advantages 
discussed above. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6, 8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maerz (US 2002/0076347) in view of Gardin. 

As to claims 1 and 2, Maerz discloses an isostatic press, comprising: a pressure 
chamber for accommodating a pressure medium 6, the pressure chamber being 
enclosed by a cylindrical element (figure 1, paragraph 0033). 

It is not clear if Maerz discloses an isostatic press further comprising: a 
prestressing device provided around an outer envelope surface of the force-absorbing 
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body, the force-absorbing body thereby being radially prestressed; and at least one 
tunnel-like passage running essentially over the length of said outer envelope surface of 
the force-absorbing body, the tunnel-like passage being defined by a groove in said 
outer envelope surface of the force-absorbing body and a portion of said prestressing 
device covering said groove, for conducting pressure medium to a point of detection if 
such medium has leaked out from the pressure chamber to the outer envelope surface 
of the force-absorbing body. 

Gardin discloses a method as discussed above. At the time the invention was 
made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the press of 
Maerz by: adding a cylindrical element that is a force adsorbing body wherein at least 
one tunnel-like passage runs essentially over the length of said outer envelope surface 
of said added force-absorbing body, the tunnel-like passage being defined by a groove 
in said outer envelope surface of said force-absorbing body, for conducting pressure 
medium to a point of detection if such medium has leaked out from the pressure 
chamber to the outer envelope surface of the force-absorbing body; providing a 
prestressing device around an outer envelope surface of the force adsorbing body such 
that said force-adsorbing body is radially prestressed and wherein said prestressing 
device covers a portion of the groove as taught by Gardin above. Use of a prestressed 
force adsorbing body (liner) is well known in the art (Gardin, page 1 , lines 22-26) and 
the addition of the tunnel-like passages will enable the press to detect when leaks have 
occurred in the force-adsorbing body thus decreasing repair and maintenance costs 
(page 4, lines 6-34). 
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As to claims 3 and 4, in the modified press discussed above, the force adsorbing 
body 3 of Gardin is a cylindrical wall of a cylindrical pressure vessel and is a force- 
absorbing cylindrical wall of a pressure vessel. As to claim 6, Gardin further discloses 
an isostatic press wherein said prestressing device is at least one of wire-shaped and 
band-shaped and is wound around said outer envelope surface as discussed above. As 
to claim 8, Maerz discloses supplying the pressure medium by a pumping device 8 
(paragraph 0033). One of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized to 
dimension the cross-sectional area of the tunnel-like passage such that said tunnel-like 
passage is capable of conducting pressure medium flow essentially equal to if not larger 
than the flow of the medium into the chamber supplied by the pumping device as doing 
such will enable leaks in the force adsorbing body to be detected quickly. As to claim 
10, Gardin discloses the limitations as discussed above. Thus, in the modified press at 
least one tunnel-like passage will run in the form of a spiral around said outer envelope 
surface and essentially along the whole of its length. As to claims 1 1 and 12, Gardin 
discloses channels as discussed in claim 10 above. The examiner interprets use of the 
plural term "channels" as a disclosure that there are more than one parallel tunnel-like 
passages running in the form of a spiral around said outer envelope surface and 
essentially along the whole of its length. Nonetheless, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have appreciated to use at least two parallel tunnel-like passages as doing such 
would aid in accurately and quickly determining if a leak is present. At the time the 
invention was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
at least two tunnel-like passages running in parallel in the form of a spiral around said 
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outer envelope surface and essentially along the whole of its length as such would 
achieve the advantages discussed above. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER SCHATZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9 
AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/CHRISTOPHER SCHATZ/ 
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